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from the beginning as it is to-day. Animals which
arc endowed with what is called an artistic instinct,
have never brought that instinct to a higher degree
of perfection. The hexagonal cells of the bee are not
more regular in the nineteenth century than at any
earlier period, and the gift of song has never, as far
as we know, been brought to a higher perfection by
our nightingale than by the PLilomele of the Greeks.
'Natural History/ to quote Dr. Whewell's words,1
' when systematically treated, excludes all that is
historical, for it classes objects by their permanent
and universal properties, arid lias nothing to do with
the narration of particular or casual facts.' Now, if
we consider the large number of tongues spoken in
different parts of the world with all their dialectic
and provincial varieties, if we observe the great
changes which each of these tongues has undergone
in the course of centuries, how Latin was changed
into Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Pro verbal, French,
[Roumanian, and Koumanseh; how Latin again, to-
gether with Greek, the Celtic, the Teutonic, and
Slavonic languages, together likewise with the ancient
dialects of India and Persia, points back to an earlier
language, the mother, if we may so call it, of the
whole Indo-Kuropcan or Aryan family of speech ; if
we see how Hebrew, Arabic., and Syriac, with several
minor dialects, are but different impressions of one
and the same common type, and must all have flowed
from the same source, the original language of the
Semitic race ; and if wo arid to these two, the Aryan
and Semitic, at least one more well-established class

* History of Inductive Sciences, vol, iii. p. 531.
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